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  This past week we were preparing for the arrival of some family from out of town.  I don’t know if this is the case for you, but  
whenever we anticipate guests coming it puts everything in our home under a microscope.  Things that you have taken for granted 
get put away, deep cleaning happens at a fevered pace, pictures that have been sitting on the floor get hung on the walls, grocery 
shopping done…all in expectation of the arrival of our guests.   Preparations now accomplished; we wait in anticipation of their arriv-
al.
  Advent literally means “beginning,” or “arriving.”  In the church we celebrate the coming of Jesus. The Advent or the beginning of 
God’s redemption for all humankind.  This expectation of his arrival takes three forms during this season.
  First there is the promise that Jesus will come again…often referred to as the second coming of Christ.  This is our deepest hope that 
Jesus will be with us once again and usher in the reign of God’s love and grace.  This second coming is often shrouded in gloom and 
doom, final judgement and a lot of darkness.  However, the hope for Jesus return also reminds us that the grace and peace that God 
has promised us in Jesus Christ will be revealed in its completeness when Jesus comes again.  The Revelation to John, puts it this way 
in Chapter 21:

“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.’
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’” (Vss. 3-5)

  This is our hope…God’s promised redemption reaching fulfillment.
  Next, we live in expectation of Jesus’ birth.  Each year we celebrate the incarnation (namely, God becoming human in the birth of 
Jesus).  The narrative in Luke takes center stage as we recall the miracle births of both John the Baptist and Jesus, the son of the living 
God.  The lives of Zachariah and Elizabeth, Joseph and Mary frame this wonderful story.  The anticipation of the promised messiah, 
who would free us from the bondage of sin and who ushers in a new hope for all people.  The Gospel of Luke says it so beautifully as 
the angel of the Lord speaks to the terrified shepherds:
  “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” (2:10-11)  
  Finally, and perhaps most importantly we welcome the coming of Jesus into our hearts, into our lives.  This intimate arrival reminds 
us that God is with us (Emmanuel), not just in this season of expectation and hope but always, for Christ has come into our hearts and 
by his grace we have been given the gift of God’s salvation.   Like the Hymn, Joy to the World proclaims so beautifully:

Joy to the world, the Lord is come.
Let earth receive her King.

Let every heart prepare Him room.
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

As we all go about our preparations for Christmas, and all the celebrations and obligations that come with the season, let us all pause 
and remember to make room for the one who has given us the gift of life.  Let us not forget the joy that is ours when we open our 
hearts and fully receive Jesus, our Lord and our savior.  May this holy season be for us a time of renewal as we celebrate the coming 
of Christ.

Advent – A season of Expectation and Hope



P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N   All women are invited to a Christmas  
Luncheon at noon in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, December 9. Featuring a  
holiday-inspired menu and live, Texas-style music by ‘The James Gang’.  Bring a friend 
and enjoy this holiday season.  Cost is $10 per person (payable at the door) with  
reservation to be made in advance by signing up in the narthex, online or by calling 
the church office no later than Sunday, December 1 (no childcare available).

Mo Ranch Women’s Retreat • May 28-30, 2020 - Are you considering attending this 
uplifting event as a part of the GPC’s delegation?  Reservations are required by March 
2020 • For questions or to register for this faith-based gathering, contact Pat Wurster 
(254.771.0220).

G R A C E  Y O U T H  S C H E D U L E  The month of December there will be  
regularly scheduled meet times except no youth group on December 1 or 29.   Youth 
6th - 12th meet Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in the Annex. Mark your calendars for 
December 30 trip to Six Flags! 

M I S S I O N S  GPC will be providing breakfast for Church Under 
the Bridge in Waco on Sun, December 1. All will meet  in the kitchen  
to prepare breakfast at 7:30 am, assemble tacos at 8:30 am, and load  
up and leave for Waco by 9:30 am. We will serve breakfast, have
 fellowship and remain for worship before heading back home. We can use all the 
help we can get, as we generally make over 200 tacos. Duties for this task include: 
(1) purchasing the groceries; (2) cooking; (3) assembly; (4) delivery and serving; (5) 
getting drivers with vehicles. You can help with everything or pick a certain task or 
time slot - every little bit counts. Please contact Jacque Elliott with questions, to help 
or commitments at 254-771-2135 or 254-534-1735. 
C.U.B. has Sunday service at 11:00 am and meets under I-35 and 4th Street. Meals 
are served at 10:30 am. May we come together, black, white, brown, rich and poor,  
educated in the streets and in the university, all worshiping the living God, who 
makes us one.

C H R I S T M A S  J O Y O F F E R I N G  is used to help 
church workers and their families in critical financial need due  to illness or a lack 
of resources.  It also equips students of color through leadership development and  
education at Presbyterian-related schools an colleges.  Envelopes will be in the  
narthex to give to this important church ministry. 

L I V I N G  WAT E R S  -  Buy a Part / Be a Part
The Living Waters for the World team is making preparations for our first water  
system installation in Guatemala in March, 2020, and we’d like you to BE A PART of this  
exciting mission. For the next several weeks, a board with all of the parts needed for 
the system will be on display at the church.  Each part will have a price tag, and you can  
select any part or parts you would like to purchase to help put our system together.  Parts 
range from small connectors, pumps, filters and basic tools, to educational supplies  
(e.g. crayolas and scissors), so there is something for every budget! For questions, 
please see any member of the LWW team. We thank you for your support!
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Joaquin/Nan Rodriguez  12/2 (A)
Lajuana Carabasi  12/3
Bill Stanley   12/4
Maretta Deiterman  12/5
Laura Gephart   12/6
Kallihan Kokernot  12/6
TerryLynn Schrimsher  12/8
Martha Tabarlet   12/8
Mattie Norman   12/9
Bill/Paula Wilson  12/10 (A)
William Bryant   12/10
Nan Knight   12/10
Bobby Bulls   12/11
Paul/Beth Gerdes  12/11 (A)
Ronda Anderson  12/12
Cindy Bankston   12/13
Randle Morriss   12/14
Pam Care   12/15
Megan Mcloud   12/15
Immanueli Mwaura  12/15
Dan Stephens   12/15
Sam/Jessica Wilds  12/17 (A)
Tom Langthorn   12/18
Lori Lamb   12/22
Meredith Wood   12/22
Nicholas Arnoudse  12/23
Maren Palmer   12/23
William Benner   12/24
Tommy/Betsy Smith  12/24 (A)
Marilyn Burres   12/26
Pat Powell   12/27
Renee Quinn   12/27
Karrie/Ken Brashear  12/28 (A)
David Nickerson   12/28
Becky Brown   12/29
Jack/Doris Gibson  12/29 (A)
Stephanie Branham-Selters 12/31
David/Susan McCauley  12/31 (A)
Erik/Cassie Vorbach-Vose 12/31 (A)

(A) = Anniversary

D E C E M B E R  C E L E B R AT I O N S

LOGOS Dates, Bible and Dinner Themes for December:
Date Bible Theme    Dinner Theme
12.4 The Gift of Jesus   Silly Christmas Sweaters or Christmas Colors
12.15     LOGOS participants sing in BOTH worship services with Choir Cantata
LOGOS will start up again after Christmas break for the spring semester on January 22.
If you have any questions about Children’s Ministry, please email Chelsea Stern, Director of  
Music and Children’s Ministry at chelsealstern@yahoo.com.

F I R S T S U N D AY FA M I LY F E L L O W S H I P   Join us Sunday, December 1 from  
5-7 pm at the church. This will be a ‘Drive In Movie Night’ for children with a showing of The 
Polar Express. Pizza and hot chocolate will top off this fun night. Children can decorate a large 
cardboard box to be their “car” to bring with them and sit in and enjoy the movie. Chelsea will 
have extra boxes and craft supplies for decorating at the church as well. All are asked to bring a 
$5 donation per adult, and $2 for kids for the pizza. First Sunday Family Fellowship is geared for 
those that have small children through 5th grade.

PA R E N T ’ S  N I G H T O U T -  F R I D AY,  D E C E M B E R  1 3  •  6 - 9  P M 
PNO is offered on the second Friday of each month from 6-9 pm.  Free Childcare is  
provided by our GPC nursery staff for children who are GPC members and are 6 weeks 
old through 5th grade.  Reservations are required by  3pm the day before (Thursday) to the  
church office. Register to the church office by email at office@gpctemple.org, phone  
or the sign up on our church website.

M O P S  O F  G R A C E
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Group meets the first Tuesday of each month from  
6:00 - 7:30 pm at the church. This month’s meeting is December 3. Childcare is provided by our  
wonderful GPC nursery staff. For more information and/or to join the group, please contact our  
MOPS  Coordinator, Jennifer Essary, at Jennifer.essary@hotmail.com 

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY   Handbell Choir rehearsals are on Wednesdays from 6:15-7:15 pm.   
while the Chancel Choir  is from 7:15-8:15 pm. If you are interested in joining either choir, please 
email Josh Essary, Handbell Director, at joshuaessary@gmail.com. The choir is preparing a  
Christmas Cantata: Come Ye Faithful by Presbyterian composer, Hal H. Hopson, to be sung in both 
worship services on Sunday, December 15.  If you would like to join us for the cantata and Christmas  
season, please come!  This is a wonderful time to come join the choir!  New members are always 
welcome.

D E A C O N ’ S  M I N I S T RY -  H O M E B O U N D  V I S I TAT I O N S
Many of our first time Deacons here at Grace Presbyterian have little idea what to expect as they 
initiate their early Home Visitations.  Several of our Church members find themselves unable to 
attend services regularly, as for various reasons they have become homebound and unable to 
get out and around.  As a part of our Deacon ministry, we try to reach out to these members and 
go by for short visits sometime each month.  During my first year as a Deacon, I have had the 
pleasure of meeting some of these folks, and becoming fast friends.  I know that I am so fulfilled 
after each visit – sometimes we share laughter, enjoy warm fellowship, and at times console 
each other.  I have come to realize how very lucky I am that I have been able to meet my Home 
Visitation friends!   -- Mike Milbery

L O G O S  WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
The LOGOS ministry, is a mid-week ministry to children currently in 1st through  
5th grade. We meet from 5:30 – 7:00 pm every Wednesday with dinner  
included.  The LOGOS program consists of four main spiritual formation rotations: Bible  
Lesson, Crafts or Games, Music and Worship and Sharing a Meal Together!  

W O R S H I P
Interested in being an Usher in the 9am Service? This is a once a month commitment 
that requires simple tasks like greeting people, distributing orders of worship, and  
collecting the offering. 
                               We are also in need of ushers for our Christmas Eve Services.                       
                               We will need four (4) ushers for each service at 4:30 pm and 7 pm.  
                             Please contact Lara Miller by phone at 262.391.5790 or by email 
(mrsbbydoc@icloud.com) to express interest or get more information.

The next Deacon’s meeting is Sunday,  
December 8, while Session will meet  
Sunday, December 15. 

December 29 - 10 am Worship only - no  
fellowship afterwards. No Communion on 
this Sunday. 

No Choir Rehearsal on December 25 or  
January 1.

Offices Closed - December 25-26,  
December 31, and January 1
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Sunday Service Times
9:00 AM & 11 AM

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

    4:30 pm - Family service (child participation)
   7 pm - carols & communion (childcare provided)

C H R I S T M A S  F R I E N D S - A S - FA M I LY
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  
Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the Lord.”  

- Luke 2:10-11
As we prepare our hearts to make Him room, Grace Presbyterian Church’s Deacons are  
preparing to share a table for all on Christmas Day.  We will gather in the Fellowship Hall 
at noon on Christmas Day to celebrate the birth of our Messiah.  Bring your favorite side, 

dessert, or anything else you love to share and the Deacons will provide the turkey and ham!  
Sign up details will be announced soon.  We hope to see you there and Merry Christmas!

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  G I V I N G  C ATA L O G
If you are looking for the perfect Christmas gift for someone special, please consider  
giving an alternative gift that will make a difference in the lives of those in need. The Mission  
Committee is providing copies of the new Presbyterian Giving Catalog the Narthex you 
can take home, or you can visit the website:   www.presbyteriangifts.org
The New 2019 – 2020 Presbyterian Giving Catalog contains more than forty items 
to choose from, each a simple way to give that can make a lasting change for  
someone. Explore brand-new items like a Fishing Net that gets a fisherman back out on the  
water to earn a living, a Famine Relief Voucher for families facing hunger in areas marred 
by conflict or support for Health for Mothers and Newborns, with services to assist them 
at a vulnerable time. No gift is too small to make a big difference.

Merry Christmas!

C H R I S T M A S  C A R O L I N G
Choir will be caroling at Cornerstone 
Gardens on Sunday, December 22, at 
4 pm.  Anyone is invited to participate.  
Contact Chelsea Stern if interested. 

christmas

eve services : 


